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 “Let’s get used to other cultures. Portray the world 

for what it is and you will find truth.”  John Boyega 

 

                           

This February, we would like the Turnham                    
community to help us celebrate and show their              
appreciation for our staff who have been working harder 
than ever to ensure the continuity of our                         
children’s education, as well as protecting their safety 
and wellbeing. We are so lucky to have such a dedicated 
team who  have shown their resilience, kindness and an                    
unwavering passion for teaching and learning,                       

delivering daily live lessons on Google classroom.  

So, we ask that you kindly share a few words showing 
your appreciation for Turnham staff who have had a 
positive impact on your child or family. Or, even better, 
you could write your message on paper and take a               
picture of yourself holding up your messages of thanks.  

Please email your expressions of appreciation to 
office@turnhamacademy.org or Tweet them via 
@TurnhamPrimary.  

Staff Appreciation  

Dear Turnham Community,  

I would like to thank all the staff, parents and children 

for all their support and hard work in ensuring our   

children continue to be educated at home through   

Remote Learning. This has been a great learning curve 

for so many of us and it has been great to see so many  

parents learning alongside their children and             

supporting them. We really appreciate all the kind 

words of appreciation received during this difficult 

times for so many people.                                            

Please do get in touch, if you have  

concerns or would like us to support in 

anyway. The government announced 

that this will continue until 8th March 

at the earliest. There is due to be an 

announcement on the 22nd February 

and we will keep you updated.        

Have a safe and restful half term break 

next week.     

Ms Mann 



  
 

We would love to get parent feedback on our online learning 
provision. Therefore, we have devised a survey with a 
number of questions about your child’s remote learning and 
well-being during this period. We will use this information to 
gain an insight to how you feel the learning is going at home 
and amend the provision accordingly if needed. Your children 
will take a survey with class teachers before half term. The 
survey is uploaded as a google classroom quiz. Please see the 
google classroom and instructions to access it below: 
https://forms.gle/bNBFS9LC6nhQyg1k7  

Parent Survey 

On Wednesday 24th February, we would like parents to hop on to their 
child’s Google classroom at the end of the day’s learning sessions at 
around 2.45pm, so that teachers can have a chance to catch up with 
parents / carers around their child’s learning next half term and run 
through some information about continuing remote education.  
 

The spirit of this parents meeting will 
be much the same as our old coffee 
mornings each term where our 
teachers talk parents through the children’s learning for the term and 
expectations of home/school support for learning.  
 
Please take the time to come and join your child’s class teacher, 
perhaps with a cup of tea and some biscuits!  

Parent Meetings with Teachers—Wednesday 24th February 

With so much uncertainty still surrounding when and how our children will return to school, subject 
leaders at Turnham have been working hard to  develop recorded lessons and units of learning which will 
be shared with children each week via their Google classrooms. With this combination of live 
(synchronous) and recorded (asynchronous) teaching and learning, we feel we will be able to best ensure 
all our children are able to access their full curriculum entitlement while we all remain in national 
lockdown.  
 
The subjects covered by these recorded lessons will be 
science, French (KS2 only) and the arts. Your children 
will still receive live teaching in English, Maths, History 
(Discovery) and Relationships Education next half term. 
They will also still get weekly P.E. and dance input on 
Friday afternoons.  
 
Please look out for additional information from subject 
leads via your parentmail emails at the beginning of next 
half term.  

Curriculum Updates—Expanding our remote education offer 

https://forms.gle/bNBFS9LC6nhQyg1k7


Great News! 

Turnham has managed to secure an agreement 
with Times Tables Rock Stars so that pupils can log 
in from home and practise their times tables in a 
fun and engaging way. Find out more about Times 
Tables Rock Stars here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1VqPOdfSquE&feature=emb_title  

Goals:  

 When it comes to times tables, speed AND    
accuracy are important – the more facts your 
child remembers, the easier it is for them to do 
more challenging calculations. 

 
 Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and            

challenging programme designed to help 
pupils master the times tables! 

 To be a Times Table Rock Star you need to 
answer any multiplication fact up to 
12×12 in less than 3 seconds 

 As the school closure continues, we at         
Turnham want to ensure that teachers and 
pupils stay connected. We want our children 
to   continue to stay motivated and dedicated 
to their learning.  

Logging in: 

Times Tables Rock Stars is easily accessible for       
pupils to play from home via the free apps or 
browsers. Simply log in using pupil purple mash log 
in details and rock out! 

Type play.ttrockstars.com into your browser’s 

address bar or use the link in the pupil section 

on our school website. 

Click Login! > School > Student. 

Enter the School Name. 

Enter your child’s username and password – 

this should be stuck into their Reading Record. 

 
Log in page: https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/
school/student/12669  

Any issues logging in please do not hesitate to       
contact Turnham Academy.  

Telephone:  
02076390440 
Email: 
office@turnhamacademy.org 

12th February 2021 Spring 1 Half Term Ends 

15th-19th February 2021 Half Term Break 

24th February 2021 
Parent Coffee Afternoon via 

Google classrooms 

4th March 2021 World Book Day 

2nd April 2021 End of Spring Term 

Dates for your Diary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VqPOdfSquE&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VqPOdfSquE&feature=emb_title
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/12669
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/12669


In each newsletter, we tell you about the inspiring people 

your classes are named after. One of our year 5 classes is 

named after the actor John Boyega. Boyega was born in 

Peckham, very near here, in 1992. His parents are both of Nigerian descent. While acting in a school play at 

Oliver Goldsmith Primary School. at the age of nine, he was noticed by Teresa Early, the artistic director 

of Theatre Peckham, a learning theatre for young people who live in south London.  

In 2003, Boyega started his secondary education at Westminster City School, where he took part in various 

school productions. He enrolled at the University of Greenwich to study for a BA in film studies and media 

writing, but dropped out to focus on acting.  

He initially rose to prominence for his role as Moses in the sci-fi comedy film Attack the Block (2011) and later 

became best known for playing Finn in the Star Wars sequel trilogy films The Force 

Awakens (2015), The Last Jedi (2017), and The Rise of Skywalker (2019).  He received the BAFTA 

Rising Star Award in 2016. 

John Boyega has actively participated in the Black Lives Matter 

movement and has expressed sympathy for George 

Floyd, Sandra Bland, Trayvon Martin, and Stephen 

Lawrence during a speech at a Black Lives Matter rally in Hyde 

Park in summer 2020. 

Class Names Project 

 

 

Baari, Reception ‘For his punctuality and participation during online 
learning. He is always so eager to share his work and ideas with others 
and enjoys communicating with his friends via google classroom which 
is lovely to see! I am very proud of his hard work and dedication! Well 
done Baari!’ 

Seshayan, Year 1 ’For working very hard in every single session and 

always trying his best. ‘ 

Alexandra, Year 2 ‘For always being on time, engaged and ready to 

learn in all of her online learning. I have been so impressed with her 

perseverance and enthusiasm.’ 

Rachel, Year 2  ‘For always displaying a very positive and happy attitude towards her learning and is always focussing during 

her lessons and persevering with her learning even if she finds something challenging.’ 

Damon, Year 3 ’For his punctuality; he gives every task his best shot and shows great attention to detail with his work; he 

always helps his peers in the Google Classroom.’ 

Azeezat, Year 3 ’For being really focused on her learning in school and for always  being, polite, helpful.’ 

Kyle, Year 4 ‘For participating in all activities with such a positive attitude.’ 

Daniel and Samuel, Year 5  ‘Both are always online on time, contribute to all their learning and are working very hard. Just 

showing a really good attitude towards their learning.’ 

Deborah and Gethin, Year 6 ‘For being brilliant from day one of remote learning.  They are never late, and they have never 

missed a deadline when having to submit work.  They have asked for additional work, and no task is too big for them.  They 

are dedicated and committed to their learning.’ 

 

Headteacher’s Awards 



  
 

GUIDANCE 
Meaning: advice or information aimed at resolving a 

problem or difficulty, especially as given by someone in 

authority. 

Synonyms: advice, counsel, direction, instruction, 

recommendation 

Example Sentence:  

Thanks to my teacher’s guidance, I improved my essay.  

Sentence Stem:  

Guidance can help me when ______.  

Guidance can ______. 

      Word of the Week 

 
 

EVERY CHILD HAS THE RIGHT TO BE 

CARED FOR SAFELY BY BOTH PARENTS 

EVEN THOUGH THEY LIVE APART 

[ARTICLE 9] 



 

 

  

 

 

EYFS Learning in the Snow!  

Let it snow!  

 

We all know that keeping active is really 
important and now that we are in 
lockdown again it is even more important. 
Each day we have been setting a PE 
challenge on the Google Classroom PE 
page and our school Twitter feed and I 
have been blown away by the amount of 
people taking part (it would be great to 
see even more though). I can't wait until 
everybody is back in school so I can award 
some prizes. 
I have also been setting a range of PE tasks 
to be done every Friday afternoon. These 
focus on some of the key fundamental 
skills such as throwing, catching, jumping 
and moving and a range of other tasks 

such as yoga, dance and keep fit. It is great 
to receive feedback on how people are 
fining these activities and even better when 
we are sent photos of the children in 

action. Here is Ashaia from Year 3 showing us how it is done. 
Mr Barber, P.E. / Health and Wellbeing Lead 

P.E. 
 

Nursery and Reception children in 
school went out to learn and play 
in the snow this week and what a 
lot of fun they had! There is so 
much     learning to be done in 
the snow: we talked about how 
to stay warm in cold weather; 
how different our surroundings 
look; the hazards we need to be 
aware of; new vocabulary for the 
cold weather; comparing the size 
of our footprints in the snow and, 
of course, a lot of running, jump-
ing and playing with our friends in 
the snow.  



 

 

Reception  Home Learning  

During our topic “Winter Weatherland” Reception have been learning about different types of 

weather and how they are formed. We learned that sun is very important because it makes the 

clouds, wind and rain! We also discussed the four seasons, specifically the season of winter. 

We discussed the different signs of winter, what wild animals do in the winter and how we can 

keep warm in the winter. The children in Cooke class were super creative with their work this 

week and designed such masterpieces! Take a look at their brilliant pictures, exploring      

different ways to use ice and enjoying a delicious cup of hot chocolate! Yum!  



 
 
 

 

  

 

 

Year 1 Home Learning  

As part of our SFA work, the children listened to 
the story 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff'. We then 
wrote a recount of the story using adjectives and 
conjunctions. Well done Tahir for your lovely 
writing! 

In Maths, we have been learning about 
time, and ordering the days of the weeks and 
months of the year.  



English  

 In English, we have been learning 

about Emperor Penguins and the 

environment that they live in called 

Antarctica. We learnt that male Emperor 

Penguins sit on the females eggs for 

months until they hatch whilst the female 

goes hunting for food.  For our writing, we 

wrote fact files about male Emperor 

Penguins and drew pictures to match.  

 We have also been writing about snowy 

days in English and what it would be like 

to be stuck , trapped inside our homes 

for several days due to the snow 

blocking the doors and stopping us from 

getting out. The children really enjoyed 

this lesson and were  very imaginative in 

terms of what they would do 

indoors and how long they were 

trapped for. 

  

Geography 

In Geography, we have been learning all about London and have 

been identifying lots of different London landmarks and finding 

out about various places to visit. For our writing, we wrote about 

a pretend trip to London. We wrote about the different 

landmarks that we saw, the clothes that we wore (according to 

the weather), the places that we visited, the activities that we 

did and the various items that we packed in our rucksack (to stop 

us from going hungry and to entertain us).  

 

  

Year 2 Home Learning  



Maths: Children have been learning about fractions (Damon and 

Frankie enjoyed shading the correct amount of boxes to match 

the fraction Sum and answering questions) and Telling the time.  

 
English: The children have continued to engage in various stories, 
such as Amazing Grace, The Lighthouse Catastrophe and lately 
The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark. The children have really 
enjoyed the various task such as writing openings to stories and 
writing reports. The Children have also been consolidating how 
and when to use alternative connectives and conjunctions and 
similes. As well as keeping a sharp eye on their 
weekly spellings. We have also been reading and writing about 
The Pied Piper.  
 
Geography: In Year 3, the children have been learning about 
Where food comes from! We looked at the process of how food 
gets to our supermarkets. We also found out that the majority of 
our food that we eat today comes from Countries near the 
equator, in the Southern Hemisphere, e.g. Kenya and parts of 
South America. Yes we are learning how to read a world map and 
remembering the 7 Continents of the world. Malala class also 
had a greater insight into Kenya, paying particular attention to its 
weather, climate and the types of Biomes they have. 
 
RE: Malala class have been learning about the Easter Story, the 
symbol and the importance of Easter to Christians, especially in 
relation to forgiveness and suffering. 

Year 3 Home Learning  



English: Don’t read this under the covers!  

Year 4 have been reading the fictional horror story, ‘Room 13’ by Robert 

E. Swindells. The novel centres around a group of friends on a school trip, 

who stay in the creepy Crow’s Nest Hotel on Whitby’s West Cliff. At the 

stroke of midnight, peculiar shuffles and sinister noises come from a linen 

cupboard next to room twelve. There is no room thirteen, or is there? 

Inspired by the suspense in ‘Room 13’, children wrote their own terrifying 

and chilling openings.  

Snow fell on the dark city where an 

unusually quiet shop lay waiting for a 

customer. As a girl came into the 

mysterious shop joyfully, she found herself 

in a cluttered room. It had a stench 

because it seemed the dolls had been here 

for years. The dolls looked lifeless and 

gloomy. Without warning, a doll with 

deadly, pale skin and hair darker than his 

own suit started pedalling on his bicycle to 

the door angrily like it’s life depended on it to. The girl looked at the 

doll which was an evil clone of her. Although the doll had moved from 

the plinth to the shelf she was keen to get it. One touch and 

everything just flashed before her eyes from the doll’s own plastic eyes. She could see everything but from 

a doll’s perspective. A new, familiar doll stared out of the shop window taking its place….  

Michelle, McQueen Class 

Year 4 made predictions about what could be behind the linen cupboard. Having researched Whitby’s 

sinister and gothic ties to vampires, children were inspired and wrote spooky acrostic poems.  

Maths: Mathematicians in Year 4 have worked hard on 

unit fraction, non-unit fractions and mixed fractions. 

We have used our existing knowledge in multiplication 

and division and applied it to solving fractions of 

amounts. We have also used items that we can find 

at home to help solve and prove our calculations. 

Year 4 Home Learning  



 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Home Learning  

Dear Miss M Arulpragasam, 

I am a year five pupil at Turnham Academy and part of the Pupil 

Parliament, as Anti-bullying week is near, our school has decided 

we want to raise our voices by making a little campaign to stop 

bullying and we would like to invite you to come because as a 

singer we believe people may listen to you more. Our school 

would be so pleased to be able to stop bullying from getting to 

even more children. It will make a huge impact in everyone’s life 

and make parents so pleased that their children will finally have a 

good healthy school life. 

Do you know how many children in the world are getting bullied 

every day? well you can help us to decrease the number, by 

making a very important speech about bullying and why it should 

stop. I know that you have been bullied yourself and you       

probably know how much it hurts to be verbally bullied and       

physically bullied. Other people also have to suffer through that 

and more, but you can help them to win their battle against      

bullying.  

I personally think bullying should stop now and I hope you do too, 

many people get cyber-bullied since children now have         

electronics that they use on a daily basis, children also get      

bullied at school which can affect their mental health and future 

hugely. If you could be able to come, many children will thank 

you in the future and maybe follow on your footsteps. 

You are such an inspiration to many people and you already help 

many people with your music. By coming to our school, you can 

help many more people and help them to become their best self. 

There are so many types of bullying you can help children       

overcome. 

Overall, It would be great if you could be able to come to our 

school (Turnham) so you can participate in our anti-bullying  

campaign and help many people to shine bright like you. We all 

look up to you and hope you will be able to come. 

Best wishes,  

We have been looking at the book 
'The Suitcase Kid,' and discussing 
the many issues that was written 
about in the book. We then choose 
as a class to look at the topic of 
bullying. From this topic we then 
wrote a letter to a celebrity (M.I.A- 
our class name) to persuade her 
in helping us campaign against bul-
lying and perform a speech at our 
school to share different              
experiences and show the impact 
bullying has on our mental health 
throughout our life.   
 



In SFA this week, we have 
been reading the 
marvellous classic 
children’s story, 'Five 
Children’ by E. Nesbit, 
which was written over a 
100 years ago! The story 
is an intriguing tale about 
a group of siblings who 
discovered a talking sand-
fairy while digging for 
treasure in the gravel-pit 
near their new house. 

In Writing, we 
have begun to plan and 
prepare our persuasive arguments on Foxhunting, based on the 

discussion and debates we have had during our online 
Google Classroom sessions. Watch this space for our written 
pieces in next newsletter! 

Last week, we wrote extensive non-chronological reports on 
dogs. As you can see, Vita has produced an incredible 
written guide on how to care for your pet pooch!  

In Maths, we have started to learn about ratio and how it 
can be used to compare values and tell us how much of one 
thing there is compared to another thing. 

In Discovery, we have been learning about the formation of 
Oxbow lakes. As you can see, Gethin has completed this 
home learning task on Oxbow Lakes in Mexico to a very high 
standard!  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Home Learning  



www.turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery seeks to develop 

happy, independent and confident learners. Our 

academy’s learning community believes in        

promoting communication, collaboration and    

curiosity and this   begins in Nursery where our   

children learn to become respectful,                           

inquisitive and impressive life-long learners. Our 

nursery is an integral part of our primary           

academy allowing 3 to 4 year olds to grow and   

develop within a caring, nurturing environment. 

Our experienced and fully-qualified nursery team 

provide an exciting and stimulating environment 

for your child to begin flourishing in their learning, 

preparing them to be able to thrive throughout 

their school life.  

We offer:  

 Success For All – a research led program which drives 

teaching and learning   

 Experienced and expert early years staff 

 Early Years provision at the heart of the community  

 A safe and secure open-air learning environment offering 

extensive  opportunities for stimulating play and exciting 

exploration 

 A spacious, purpose-built provision within our primary 

academy  

We have full-time places still available for 3-4 year olds 

starting from September 2021. Please contact our                            

admissions team in the school office to find out how to               

apply:office@turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery  

places available 

mailto:office@turnhamacademy.org

