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 “Everyone deserves not just to survive but to live.” 

Steve McQueen 

 

 

This February, we would like the Turnham                    
community to help us celebrate and show their              
appreciation for our staff who have been working harder 
than ever to ensure the continuity of our                         
children’s education, as well as protecting their safety 
and wellbeing.  

We are so lucky to have such a dedicated team who  
have shown their resilience, kindness and an                    

unwavering passion for teaching and learning,                       
delivering daily live lessons on Google classroom.  

So, we ask that you kindly share a few words showing 
your appreciation for Turnham staff who have had a 
positive impact on your child or family. Or, even better, 
you could write your message on paper and take a               
picture of yourself holding up your messages of thanks.  

Please email your expressions of appreciation to 
office@turnhamacademy.org or Tweet them via 
@TurnhamPrimary.  

Staff Appreciation  

Hello from our new Chair of Governors—Dan Gallacher  

I’m really pleased to be the new Chair of Governors for 
Turnham Academy. Along with the rest of the Turnham 
governor team, I will support Ms Mann and her team to 
provide an excellent education for your children. In my 
career as a teacher and then as the School Outreach 
Manager for the UK Parliament I have visited hundreds 
of schools and I can honestly that the welcoming         
atmosphere, and the focus on learning, I saw when             
walking around Turnham was one of the best I have 
seen. There are always things that schools can improve 
and I will be working with the school leadership team 
over the next few years to achieve that for your               

children.  

Covid-19 has changed all of our lives, and has a huge 
impact on children and their families across the UK, and 
I hope you and your family are safe and are ok. Please 
let us know if you or your child need support.  I would 
like to thank you for work-
ing with us to help the 
learning continue in these 
very difficult times, I live  
locally to the school and 
look forward to meeting 
some of you when it is safe 
to do so.   



We know what a challenging and potentially   
stressful time this is for children and their parents/
carers. It is important that we are kind to ourselves 
and each other and sometimes this means taking a 
step back and trying to assess what we need to 
make situations more manageable. Sometimes we 
need to take the time to ask ourselves, ‘Is this too 
much?’ or ‘What do I need more of?’ We know that 
when parents’ mental health is supported,  chil-
dren’s mental health and wellbeing benefits.  

The national lockdown means that our homes 
might feel like they’re bursting at the seams with 
extra bodies all with their own needs and demands. 
It’s important that we give space to discussions 
about each other’s lockdown experiences, struggles 
and needs so that we can defuse and repair any 
tensions which might naturally and understandably 
build up at this stressful time.  

Adults practising self-care, checking in with their 
own mental health and making space to listen to 
others is an essential model for children to develop 
their own skills to support their social, emotional 
and mental health needs. Modelling, communi-
cating and listening to each other will help your 
family to feel like their needs have been voiced and 
validated—even if it involves a bit of compromise! 
And while we all know this is a difficult time, there 
is plenty of opportunity for some joy to arise from 
these interactions with the ones we love most!  

If and when this lockdown environment feels    
overwhelming, stop, step back and assess: ‘what do 
I need?’, ‘what does the family need?’ When we 
communicate and validate feelings for ourselves 
and others, it can all become a little easier.  

There is lots of support out there and we here at 

Turnham are here to listen, offer advice and support 

to all our families whenever they need us. Let us 

know if you need support.  

In case of mental health emergencies                             

The Samaritans are available 24hrs a day: https://

www.samaritans.org/. 

 

 

Young Minds 

This website provides tips, advice and where to get 

support for your child's mental health during the 

coronavirus (COVID-

19) pandemic.  

https://

youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/

supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-

pandemic/ 

 

Anna Freud: National Centre for Children 

and   Families 

The Anna Freud Centre have produced a series of 
expert podcasts, Child in Mind, to help parents         
understand and manage child and family mental 
health problems. Each episode discussed an           
important issue in child and family mental health. 
Their website also has lots of excellent self-care tips 
for both children and their parents/carers and            
resources to help 
you manage your 
work/home life, 
which have     
become one and 
the same at the                    moment!  

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/

child-in-mind/ 

 

Unlocking Potential  

An organisation who aims to support young people 
with SEND and their social, 
emotional and mental health. 
There are lots of great re-
sources on their website for all 
children and their parents/
carers to help them start to 
reflect and communicate their feelings through 
some excellent activities.  

https://up.org.uk/resources/ 

bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/changing-lives/covid-19-

resources/ 

Looking After Our Mental Health 

and Wellbeing During Lockdown 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.annafreud.org/
https://up.org.uk/resources/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/


Child Mind Institute 

This is an American                

organisation but it’s full of 

helpful resources to                 

support your child’s mental health during the               

coronavirus pandemic. We know parents are strug-

gling to balance work, child care and self-care while 

keeping worries — both your children’s and your 

own — under control. You don’t have to do it alone.  

https://childmind.org/coping-during-covid-19-

resources-for-parents/ 

NSPCC 

We know that when 

parents mental 

health is supported, children’s mental health and 

wellbeing can follow. Here are some tips from the 

NSPCC to support parent wellbeing. Their website is 

also full of useful tips, advice and support for               

children and their parents/carers.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/

coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-

parents/ 

BBC Children in Need 

BBC Children in Need has 

identified some key re-

sources that can help as we all try to process the 

impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, helping to                

empower, educate and connect children and young 

people so they feel supported.  

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/changing-

lives/covid-19-resources/ 

We want to ensure that our 

learners and staff stay safe 

whilst accessing our Google 

classroom learning. We ask that parents support  

teachers by :  

 Ensuring that your child accesses their online 

lesson in a communal part of the home (e.g. the 

kitchen or living room), under adult supervision.  

 Ensuring that pupils are punctual and dressed 

appropriately in school uniform for timetabled 

live sessions.  

 Checking that your child’s camera is on, with a 

neutral or blurred background, to support an 

effective learning experience.  

 Being mindful about what family activities could 

potentially be heard/seen during the pupils’ use 

of video conferencing.  

 Setting up parental controls on your child’s             

device. For more information on how to activate 

parental controls on different platforms and           

devices, please visit Internet Matters.  

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ 

 Ensuring that your child has time away from the 

screen. 

 Teaching staff will ask for cameras on (with a 

blurred background) to support an effective 

learning experience.  

You will find some help-

ful posters with top tips 

for remote education 

overleaf. Check them 

out!  

Online Safety 

12th February 2021 Spring 1 Half Term Ends 

15th-19th February 2021 Half Term Break 

4th March 2021 World Book Day 

TBC Virtual Parent Meetings 

2nd April 2021 End of Spring Term 

Dates for your Diary 

https://childmind.org/coping-during-covid-19-resources-for-parents/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/coronavirus-advice-suppport-children-families-parents/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/changing-lives/covid-19-resources/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/






In each newsletter, we 

tell you about the 

inspiring people your 

classes are named after. Year 4 is 

named after Steve McQueen, an 

award-winning filmmaker and 

photographer. He loved drawing at 

school and believes that art can 

change people’s lives. He studied 

painting as a child and photography 

at Goldsmiths art school, when he 

started taking photographs and then making films. His work explores what it means 

to be human. In 1999, when he was only 30 years old, he won the Turner Prize (the 

highest award given to a British artist). He won an Oscar for his film 12 Years a 

Slave. He also created an exhibition called “Project Year 3”, which featured thousands 

of 7- and 8-year old children in London. Our current Year 5 children were 

included! McQueen thinks that every child should have the opportunity to study art 

and other creative subjects, like music and drama. He believes that these subjects help you to learn to use your 

imagination and this can help us to come up with ideas to make the world a better place. 

Class Names Project 

 

 

Jude, Year 6 “For showing real commitment and dedication 

toward his learning (always the first to be online) and has been 

working relentlessly to produce high quality work.” 

 

Muhammed A, Year 5 “For really impressing with his learning in 

class during SFA and maths.” 

 

Emmanuel, Year 2 “For being so consistent in all of his lessons 

this week. He comes online everyday day with a huge smile, 

engages with all of his learning and shows his fantastic 

understanding for every subject. ” 

 

Jelisa and Jesaiah, Year 5 “For the impressive ways they help and support each other with their home 
learning.  Highly commendable!” 
 
Vita, Year 6 “For always showing high levels of effort during our online learning sessions and always being ready to 
share. Aside from this, Vita participated in her first online Pupil Parliament meeting with Miss Cameron this week 
and made some excellent contributions to her peers!” 

Frankie, Year 3 “For always making sure he send us his work and making an effort to stay focussed throughout the 
lesson.” 

Francisco and Kianna, Year 2 “or always being the first online in the mornings and throughout the day to their 
lessons and for continuously persevering with the challenges that they have been set. They are both full of 
enthusiasm especially first thing in the morning and have been a joy to teach. ” 

Lamar, Reception “For fantastic participating and great work during online learning! She has a great attitude 
towards her learning and always has a smile on her face! ” 

Hafsatu, Year 1 “For consistently trying her best in every single home learning lesson.” 

Headteacher’s Awards 

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-steve-mcqueen


It gives me great pleasure to reach out and praise all 
students who have been taking part in Turnham 
Academy's 

Friday online dance sessions. This now our fourth week and I am thoroughly 
enjoying watching you all develop, get creative and express yourselves through 
the love of dance! 
I would personally like to thank Sarah (Y4), Raelle (Y4), Shauna- Leigh (Y3), 
Haneef (Y4), Ronnie (Y6) and Ryleigh (Y6) for taking part in the live sessions, 
showing off their fantastic freestyle moves and for their added input into the 
dance routines.  
This is a fantastic, fun opportunity for those of you who love to dance and learn 
different cool moves. Should anyone want to take part, or if you have any dance 
ideas please let us know.  
Again well done, keep up the fantastic dancing and I look forward to dancing 
with you all soon.  
 
Miss Blake—Dance teacher 

Thank you from Miss Blake 

Pupil Parliament 

This week, Turnham Academy held it’s very first virtual Pupil 
Parliament Meeting. Pupil Parliament discussed how they have been 
keeping happy and relaxed drawing lockdown.  

 

“I have been reading a book called ‘Code Name Bananas’ by David 
Walliams.  Apparently, it is supposed to be hilarious. With everything 
that is going on around you, it might give you a good laugh. I find it 
relaxing when a book can help me to visualise what is going on inside 
my head.” 

Storm— Media Minister 

“I have been spending time with my family. When you spend time 
with your family you feel more relaxed and you can engage with 
games and doing exercise with them.  You can help each other doing 
activities. ” 

Deborah—Pupil Prime Minister 

“To keep me calm and just relaxed I spend time with my brother and 
chat. I look out the window and think of what I am thankful for like  
my family. I also love to play games with my whole family. At least I 
have a house and a roof over my head.  Some people outside during 
Coronavirus are not even able to go to hospital. ” 

Peace– Learning and Behaviour Minister 

“Sometimes when I am feeling a tiny bit stressed I like to read a book 
because it puts me in a different place. I also like to draw a lot of 
things. It doesn’t really matter what it looks like because I enjoy 
drawing it anyway.”  

Gethin—Deputy Pupil Prime Minister 

        From our pupils’ perspective 

 

 



www.turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery seeks to develop 

happy, independent and confident learners. Our 

academy’s learning community believes in        

promoting communication, collaboration and    

curiosity and this   begins in Nursery where our   

children learn to become respectful,                           

inquisitive and impressive life-long learners. Our 

nursery is an integral part of our primary           

academy allowing 3 to 4 year olds to grow and   

develop within a caring, nurturing environment. 

Our experienced and fully-qualified nursery team 

provide an exciting and stimulating environment 

for your child to begin flourishing in their learning, 

preparing them to be able to thrive throughout 

their school life.  

We offer:  

 Success For All – a research led program which drives 

teaching and learning   

 Experienced and expert early years staff 

 Early Years provision at the heart of the community  

 A safe and secure open-air learning environment offering 

extensive  opportunities for stimulating play and exciting 

exploration 

 A spacious, purpose-built provision within our primary 

academy  

We have full-time places still available for 3-4 year olds 

starting from September 2021. Please contact our                            

admissions team in the school office to find out how to               

apply:office@turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery  

places available 

mailto:office@turnhamacademy.org

