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A warm hello to all of our amazing children and their            

families!  

First of all, the staff at Turnham would like to extend their 

thanks and gratitude for all the support shown by  our 

school community and for the incredible effort which       

children and their adults have put in to making the transition 

to remote learning. While the coronavirus may mean that 

we can’t be physically together in school at the moment, we 

are so proud of the way you have all collectively forged a 

new virtual academy through your participation in our 

Google classrooms, ensuring that you are all still                 

collaborating with our learning community, communicating 

through new online platforms and remaining curious and 

driven to make the most of every learning opportunity        

available to you. We 

couldn't be           

prouder!  

Teachers and     

academy leaders 

are working every 

day to ensure that 

children’s learning 

stays on track and that families have all the things they need 

to support learning. We have 

been pleased to be able to loan 

laptops and provide SIM cards 

with data to ensure that every child in our community has 

access to the things they need to learn. If your family needs 

a laptop or additional data please get in touch.  

We know that this is a difficult and potentially anxious time 

for people. We are on hand to provide support, advice and a 

friendly listening ear to anyone who needs it. Our amazing 

support staff are currently working on a rota to ensure    

safety and reduce risk of transmission but while they are 

working from home they will be taking online courses to 

develop their awareness and understanding of mental 

health as we know the lockdown will have impacted the 

mental wellbeing of many children and adults. The Anna 

Freud Centre have some excellent resources and tips to   

support children’s  mental health: https://

www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/ 

For now, stay safe, stay active, be kind to each other and 

yourselves.  

[Insert photo 

here] 
 

Maya          

Angelou 

“ 
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Our teachers and subject leaders have been really 
impressed by the commitment to learning shown by 
children in their online lessons over the past fortnight. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

“In Geography in Y6, we have 
been looking at the human and 
physical features of Mexico.  We 
are keeping the remote lessons as 
engaging as possible by setting 
practical and creative tasks for 
children to demonstrate their 
knowledge and skills.  Children 
are also encouraged to develop 
their learning through 
independent research and some 
of the students have been applying their knowledge 
and understanding to create posters, leaflets, fact files, 
technical drawings and newspaper articles.  The quality 
of work certainly demonstrates our enthusiasm for the 
subject and our passion for learning.  While it is not 
ideal, looking at how our children engage online, in 
many ways  has made it feel like business as usual.”  

Mr Bezuidenhout 

“ICT and Computing is always a 
favourite among the children and 
they derive huge enjoyment from 
exploring the potential of a computer 
or device.  Children at primary school 
may be more used to using their 
devices for the purposes of play but 
over the past two weeks, I have been 
overjoyed to see children taking so 

naturally to technology for the purposes of remote 
education. Of course there have been a few hiccups 
along the way and they have had to learn to adapt 
quickly but we have been so impressed by their 
problem-solving abilities and willingness to embrace 
the new platforms for learning!  Using technology to 
support learning is extremely powerful and hugely 
contributes children's computational thinking and their 
ability to reason and problem solve; it also develops 
their curiosity to explore and become more responsible 

and ambitious users of technology.”     
Mr Bezuidenhout 

“Last week in Reception during the topic 
“What’s on the Menu?,” we learned 
about supermarkets and how they 
work. We discussed the different 
departments that you find in a 
supermarket and all of the different 

types of important jobs there are in 
order for the shop to run smoothly. At 
home, children kept busy with their 

learning sorting different 
foods into the correct 
department. They also did 
some lovely writing about 
what they like to eat. In 
Maths, we learned about 

the number 10 and made 
sets of 10. Children practised 
counting amounts using 
objects from home and 
created spectacular 10 little fingers! Well 

done Reception on your first week of online learning!”  
Mrs Stocco 
 

“We are so proud of the Turnham family persevering 
with their learning and demonstrating all the PUPAC 

values during this challenging time. 
 

Just as it would be taught in 
school, the maths curriculum 
taught remotely involves 
carefully considered sequences 
of learning. Turnham has 
chosen to deliver lessons live on 
‘Google Classroom’. Questions 
can be asked and answered and 
misconceptions addressed 
immediately to help inform next steps for learning. This 
also enables teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of 
what is being taught in 
response to pupil 
understanding. The format of 
the lesson remains the same 
as those delivered in class, 
providing children with 
consistency and familiarity 
with the expectations of 
learning. Feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 
 
 “ I like online classes because you feel more confident 
because you are around your own surroundings.” 
Amira, Year 4 
 
 “ I have been finding maths nice because you don’t 
have any distractions.” Aniya, Year 4 
 
Outcomes and tasks have been adapted and made 
suitable for remote learning so that all pupils can 
engage with the curriculum. Here are some examples 
of learning on ‘Factors’ as part of the Year 4 unit on 
‘Multiplication and Division’.” Ms El-Telbani 

Curriculum Spotlight—Remote 

Education 



 

 

Ryan, Year 6 “For his amazing contributions to our first 
week of online learning; showing commitment by always 
be ready to share aloud.” 

 

Frank, Reception “For his punctuality and working really 
hard during his online learning! I am very impressed!” 

Victoria, Year 2 “For showing incredible enthusiasm in her 
PE and Dance lessons and her non-stop dancing 
throughout!” 

Ayomide, Year 2 “For showing great perseverance with his online learning and has been a really 
role model to the other children in his class. Fantastic work.”  

Makayla, Year 5 “For excellent active listening during every lesson, and showing a great 
improvement in her understanding of equivalent fractions.” 

Salma, Year 5 “For the commitment and passion shown towards her home learning.” 

Aydin, Year 4 “For his enthusiasm and energy online which have been wonderful. ” 

Headteacher’s Awards 

 

The trust’s IT support team have been working hard to ensure that access to 

Google classrooms is as simple as possible. You can now gain access through the 

academy website, https://turnhamacademy.org/ and    

clicking on the Google Classrooms tab. Your child will then 

just need to use their USO username and password to login.  

You will also find more information regarding remote      

education in our Remote Learning Policy and our Parent 

Information on Remote                

Education which you will find in 

the policies section on our        

website.  

Resources on our School Website 

In each newsletter, we tell you about the inspiring people your 

classes are named after. Year 3 is named after Malala Yousafzai, a 

fighter for equality and equal opportunities for women and girls.  Born in 1997 in Pakistan, Malala was lucky that 

her father, a teacher, knew that girls had the same value as boys.  He was determined to ensure that his daughter 

received an education and Malala made the most out of going to school. But then the Taliban 

took over. They had unfair rules and harsh punishments. One of their rules was that girls could 

not go to school. Even in the face of danger, Malala spoke out against the Taliban and, at the 

age of 12, she was shot. She nearly died. She and her family were brought to England and, 

despite her horrific experiences, she continued to fight for girls’ rights. Malala won the Nobel 

Peace Prize in 2014 – the youngest ever winner! Malala is a great inspiration to the children in 

Year 3 who believe her bravery and determination are skills they would like to develop over 

the year. 

Class Names Project 



 

 

The current closure of schools to most children is far from ideal but designed to keep everybody as safe as        
possible. One area that can often be missed or hard to implement is keeping children active. Government        
guidelines state that children should be physically active for 60 minutes a day. Normally, most of this is possible in 
school with our active playtimes and lunchtimes but now we are all learning from home it's not so easy. Below are 
some ideas and links that may be of use. 
 

PE and Dance on Friday 
Each Friday afternoon there will be a live Dance lesson from Ms Blake for each Key Stage. These can be accessed 
via Google Classrooms. There will also be 2 videos posted for PE. These lessons are not live so can be done at any 
point on a Friday. 
 

Turnham Daily PE Challenges/ Activities: 
Each day a new challenge or activity will be added to the PE page on Google 
Classrooms. These will be activities that can be done at home using a range 
of everyday items and do not require specific sports equipment. 

 
Joe Wicks PE Lesson 
These were a hit last time around and this year Joe will be doing new PE 
workouts every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
These can be done by all, parents included, but are probably most suitable 
for KS2. 
https://www.youtube.com/c/TheBodyCoachTV/playlists 

 
PE & School Sports Network 
There are some excellent videos here for a range of sports and activities. 
The Yoga ones are really good! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd-5-
_IaythpuLFx2MAQNLA/videos 

Get Set 4 PE 
Active Families activities have been made free during this period and can be 
accessed here. 
https://www.getset4pe.co.uk/ResourceBank/ResourceCategory/1002 

We will be using a lot of their ideas as part of our daily          
challenges.  

 
Turnham Academy Twitter 
Come and follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/TurnhamPrimary @TurnhamPrimary 

Here we share some of our PE ideas or retweet tweets that we 
think may be of interest to parents and pupils. 
 

 
 

Getting Out  
Staying fit and healthy isn't just about doing sports. One of the best ways to do it is to try 
and get outside and have a walk. Under current government guidelines this is allowed and 
we are so lucky that we have lots of lovely parks around like One Tree Hill, Hillyfields or 
Peckham Rye.  
 
Mr Barber 
PE / Competitions / Health and Wellbeing lead.  

Staying Fit and Active During Lockdown 

https://www.youtube.com/c/TheBodyCoachTV/playlists
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd-5-_IaythpuLFx2MAQNLA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd-5-_IaythpuLFx2MAQNLA/videos
https://www.getset4pe.co.uk/ResourceBank/ResourceCategory/1002
https://twitter.com/TurnhamPrimary


At the moment, we are still      

running TurnhamXtra—our daily 

wrap-around provision—for any 

critical worker parents or any children whom the government deem as vulnerable. 

The hours are slightly adjusted from 3:30pm – 5:00pm. We are pleased to still be  

running this provision during lockdown and will continue to do so while there is still 

demand. Costing just £7.50 day, children are cared for by academy staff and can 

choose from a range of activities including dance, sports, arts and crafts and a         

chill-out zone. A snack and refreshments are also provided. Please get in touch if you require           

wrap-around care.  

 

 

  
 

ACCESS 
Meaning: the means or opportunity to enter or 

approach a place.  

Synonyms: acquire, gain, obtain, retrieve, read, 

examine 

Example Sentence: I can access my home learning 

by logging into google classroom or completing the 

work sent by my teacher.    

Sentence Stem:  

I can access an education by ______________.   

Today I accessed _____ by ________________. 

      Word of the Week 

 
 

EVERY CHILD HAS THE RIGHT 

TO FAMILY GUIDANCE 
[ARTICLE 5] 

12th February 2021 Spring 1 Half Term Ends 

15th-19th February 2021 Half Term Break 

4th March 2021 World Book Day 

TBC Virtual Parent Meetings 

2nd April 2021 End of Spring Term 

Dates for your Diary 



www.turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery seeks to develop 

happy, independent and confident learners. Our 

academy’s learning community believes in        

promoting communication, collaboration and    

curiosity and this   begins in Nursery where our   

children learn to become respectful,                           

inquisitive and impressive life-long learners. Our 

nursery is an integral part of our primary           

academy allowing 3 to 4 year olds to grow and   

develop within a caring, nurturing environment. 

Our experienced and fully-qualified nursery team 

provide an exciting and stimulating environment 

for your child to begin flourishing in their learning, 

preparing them to be able to thrive throughout 

their school life.  

We offer:  

 Success For All – a research led program which drives 

teaching and learning   

 Experienced and expert early years staff 

 Early Years provision at the heart of the community  

 A safe and secure open-air learning environment offering 

extensive  opportunities for stimulating play and exciting 

exploration 

 A spacious, purpose-built provision within our primary 

academy  

We have full-time places still available for 3-4 year olds 

starting from September 2021. Please contact our                            

admissions team in the school office to find out how to               

apply:office@turnhamacademy.org 

Turnham Academy Nursery  

places available 

mailto:office@turnhamacademy.org

