
 

 Autumn Term  9th October 2020 

“Education is your passport to life.” 

Floella Benjamin 

www.turnhamacademy.org 

THE TURNHAM CLASS NAMES PROJECT : FLOELLA BENJAMIN CLASS  - NURSERY 
This year, each class has a new class name named after an inspirational member of British Society. We hope to 
share with you a bit about each class’s inspirational person in each newsletter. First up, Nursery:  

Floella Benjamin was born in Trinidad in 1949 and came to England in 1960. She is an actress, presenter, writer, 
producer, working peer and an active advocate for the welfare and education of children. She is best known as a 

presenter of the iconic BBC children's television programmes Play School and Play Away, and she continues to 
make children's programmes. Her broadcasting work has been recognised with a Special Lifetime Achievement BAFTA and OBE. She was 
appointed a Baroness in the House of Lords as Baroness Benjamin of Beckenham in 2010. In 2012 she was presented with the prestigious 

J. M. Barrie Award by Action for Children's Arts, for her lasting contribution to children's lives through her art. Floella has written thirty 
books, including ‘Coming to England’, which is used as a resource in schools in social and cross-curricular areas. The book was adapted 
into an award-winning film for BBC Education. 

Headteacher’s Awards:  

 

 

NEWSLETTER  

Modern Foreign Languages at Turnham 

This year at Turnham, children in Key Stage 2 have begun learning French. We have 
been working with our fellow STEP academy, La Fontaine, to develop our new 
French curriculum which ensures that children develop key language learning skills, 
as well as a love of languages and a broad understanding of other cultures. We 
believe that a high-quality language education should foster children’s curiosity, 
encourage them to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to be 
effective communicators. Our curriculum provides opportunities for children to 
communicate for practical purposes and build a solid foundation for continued 
language learning at secondary; all while having fun and developing                                
self-confidence. We do this by: 

 Ensuring that French is a high-profile part of our curriculum; 

 Focussing on twelve main topics, which are taught in depth and built on each 
year; 

 Ensuring all four areas of language learning (speaking & listening, reading and 
writing) are taught. 

 
We have a subscription to Linguascope.com. Your child can log on to                         
Linguascope.com to explore its exciting language learning opportunities and games.  
 

‘Communication, collaboration and curiosity’ 

Year 5—Ayodele 

 

Year 5—Joshua 

 

Year 3—Josiah 
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This week’s right of the week is Article 12: The respect for the views of the child, so we have focused on the 

‘V’ in THRIVING, verbal. This week, Turnham children have been impressing their teachers by explaining 

their ideas and telling why.  By doing so, they have been respecting their right to be heard and to have their 

views respected. Communication is a crucial element of our learning at school as well as our everyday life, 

which is why it is part of the Turnham Academy key values. Non-verbal communication is as important as  

verbal communication. Therefore, in this week’s assembly we have discussed challenges faced by the deaf community during 

the COVID-19 pandemic and what we can do to help. 

 

Next week, our right of the week will be Article 24: The right to health and health services. Our assembly will focus on the ‘N’ 

in #THRIVING, neat. We will discuss the importance of a clean, safe and healthy learning environment and how we all have a 

role to play to maintain this. Our word of the week will be immaculate. Can you keep your learning environment immaculate? 

Black History Month at Turnham 

 

We will be celebrating Black History throughout October. In Science lessons, your children will be 

making links with their current topics and the extraordinary achievements and contributions to 

science by BAME scientists from the past and present.  

 

In their Discovery Writing lessons and Applied Writing weeks, all of our 

classes will be reading literature by black authors or learning about Black 

History through the high quality texts and literature they explore. For      

example, Year 1 will be reading Astro-Girl, Year 2 will be           

reading Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed 

the World , Year 3 will be reading Little Leaders: Bold 

Women in Black History, Vashti Harrison, Year 4 will be 

reading Hidden Figures, Year 5 will be reading The Arms 

of Britannia and Year 6 will be looking at the inspiring 

work of Michelle Obama.  

PARENT NOTICES—PLEASE READ 

Friday 16 October 2020 will be the 6th annual Wear Red Day. Wear Red Day 
is a national day of action which encourages schools, businesses and individu-
als to wear red and donate £1 to help fund anti-racism education for young 
people and adults across the UK.  
 
Black History Month Events There are links to Black History Month activities 
in Lewisham here: https://lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/events/black-history-
month.  
 
10 October is World Mental Health Day—Mental health problems can affect 
anyone, any day of the year, but 10 October is a great day to show your sup-
port for better mental health and start looking after your own wellbeing. 

Dates for the Term 

Right of this Week (W/B 5th October): Article 12: The respect for the views of the child  

Word of this Week: Communicate 

Right of next week (W/B 12th October): Article 24: The right to health and health services.  

Right of next week: Immaculate 

Date Year Event 

26.10.20 - 

6.11.20 

Whole school  HALF - TERM  

BREAK 

16.10.20 Whole School Wear Red Day—children to wear 

red and donate a £1 to support and 

promote anti-racism education in 

the UK.  

10.11.20 Whole school  Parents evening—phone   appoint-

ment bookings via Parent Mail 

soon 

11.11.20 Whole school  Parents evening—phone   appoint-

ment bookings via Parent Mail 

soon 
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