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Intent 

Our History curriculum at Turnham offers a coherently planned sequence of lessons to help teachers ensure they have progressively covered the skills and concepts required 
in the National Curriculum. It aims to develop historical skills and concepts which are transferable to whatever period of history is being studied and will equip children for 
future learning. These key historical skills and concepts, which are revisited throughout different units, are:  

Chronology Historical 

Terms 

Historical 

Enquiry 

Interpreting 

History 

Continuity 

and Change 

Similarities 

and 

Differences 

Causes and 

Consequences 

Significance 

 

Teaching & Learning: 

In order for children to know more and remember more in each area of history studied, there is a structure to the lesson sequence whereby prior learning is always considered 
and opportunities for revision of facts and historical understanding are built into lessons. However, this is not to say that this structure should be followed rigidly: it allows 
for this revision to become part of good practice and ultimately helps build a depth to children’s historical understanding. Through revisiting and consolidating skills, children 
build on prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills and challenge. The revision and introduction of key vocabulary is built into each lesson.  

History: strands of learning 

 Chronology: changes through time  

 Significant Figures  

 Significant Events  

 Civilisation 

 

Concepts to be taught and explored in each strand:  

■ Procedural or substantive concepts. Key historical concepts are concerned with the processes of historical enquiry, making deductions and inferences from sources and 

combing sources to create accounts which trace changes over time. These concepts include: evidence, source, cause, effect, similarity, difference, continuity, change, 

validity, interpretation.   

■ Time concepts. Other concepts central to history are concerned with the measurement of time (now, then, decade, century) or with describing periods of time (Victorian, 

Elizabethan).   

■ Some concepts used in history are vocabulary no longer used or used very differently today: villa, bailey, common.   

■ Concepts central to history but not exclusively historical. These are concepts which are at the heart of the process of tracing changes in societies, and their subordinate 

concepts. Examples are: agriculture (farm, field, crops, etc.); trade (buy, sell, profit, wealth); defence/attack (fight, battle, weapon).   
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Assessment and Recording 

History is considered within the field of the Humanities, discrete History sessions are recorded in the students’ Discovery Journals and class scrapbooks.  

Teachers assess children’s Historical knowledge, understanding and skills through observations of the children during lessons. As part of the Assessment for Learning, 
students will receive both verbal and written feedback to yield effective progression. Children are also encouraged to be critical of their own work and respond to exit 
passes and feedback questions in purple pen. 

Twice a year, Foundation Subject Assessment Grids are completed by class teachers to show the children’s attainment in the 4 core strands identified above: Locational 
Knowledge; Place Knowledge; Human and Physical Geography; Geographical Skills and Fieldwork. The wider curriculum lead will then analyse the data and provide 
feedback to the history leader to inform and develop the subject based upon prior learning. 
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Year 1/2   Year 3/4  Year 5/6   

  Pupils should be taught about:   

• changes within living memory. Where         

appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life  

• events beyond living memory that are         

significant nationally or globally   

• the lives of significant individuals in the 

past  

who have contributed to national and          

international achievements. Some should 

be used to compare aspects of life in 

different periods   

Pupils should be taught about:    

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age  

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 

Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 

western world  

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain  

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the        

Confessor  

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge       beyond 1066  

• a non-European society that provides contrast with British history - one study chosen from: 

early  

Islamic civilization, including a study of Bagdad c.AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin  

(West Africa) c. AD 900-1300  

• a local history study  
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For instance:  

 What did my 

ancestors play 

with? 

 BHM: People 

who made my 

world special 

from the past? 

 

 

 

 

For instance:  

 How did the 

Great Fire 

change 

London? 

 BHM: People 

who made my 

world special 

from the past? 

 

For instance   

 Stone Age to 

Iron Age: Who 

was here 

before me and 

how did they 

live?  

 Awesome 

Ancient Egypt 

  

For instance  

 Life in Ancient 

Greece 

 

 London Through 

Time: Londinium 

and Beyond 

   

For instance   

 Ancient Benin: 

Who was 

making History 

in far away 

places? 

 

 The Terrible 

Tudors  

For instance  

 Medicine 

Through Time 

 WW2: The Blitz   

 

 AIMS 
Year 1/2   Year 3/4  Year 5/6   

  

 

Y1 Objectives 

Show where places, people and events fit into 

a broad chronological framework, e.g. now 

and then, my life / my grandparents’ life, old / 

new 

Begin to show an awareness of the past, using 

common words and phrases relating to the 

passing of time 

 

Y3 Objectives 

Begin to develop a chronological knowledge 

and understanding of history, local, British and 

world  

Begin to put events, people, places and 

artefacts on a  timeline  

Begin to use correct terminology to describe 

events in the past    

Y5 Objectives 

Use greater depth and range of knowledge, 

e.g.  

 

Demonstrate a secure chronological 

knowledge and understanding of history, local, 

British and the world.  

 

To begin to make inferences about the 

chronology of people, places, events and 

artefacts based on prior knowledge.  

 

Use correct terminology to describe historical 

events.  

Y2 Objectives 

Begin to use dates  

Show where places, people and events fit into 

a broad chronological framework, e.g. a simple 

timeline 

Y4 Objectives 

Develop increasingly secure chronological 

knowledge and understanding of history, local,    

British and world  

Y6 Objectives 

Demonstrate an awareness and understanding 

of the chronology of different historical periods 

studied and how they relate to one another 
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Develop, then demonstrate an awareness of 

the past, using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time 

Put events, people, places and artefacts on a  

timeline  

Use correct terminology to describe events in 

the past    

To reason and make inferences about the 

chronology of people, places, events and 

artefacts based on prior knowledge.  

 

Use correct terminology to describe historical 

events. 

 

    
 

 

  

Y1 Objectives 

Begin to develop and use a vocabulary of 

historical terms, such as: a long time ago, in the 

past, now and then, when my …. were younger  

(See vocabulary lists for topics) 

Y3 Objectives 

Begin to develop use of appropriate subject 

terminology, such as: Neolithic, Mesolithic, fort,  

(See vocabulary lists for topics)  

Y5 Objectives 

Begin to record knowledge and understanding 

in a variety of ways, using dates and key terms 

appropriately  

(See vocabulary lists for topics) 

Y2 Objectives 

Develop, the use a wide vocabulary of 

historical terms, such as: recently, years, 

decades, centuries, timeline, calendar, present, 

past 

(See vocabulary lists for topics) 

Y4 Objectives 

Develop use of appropriate subject 

terminology, such as: democracy, Sparta 

(See vocabulary lists for topics) 

Y6 Objectives 

Record knowledge and understanding in a 

variety of ways, using dates and key terms 

appropriately 

(See vocabulary lists for topics) 

  

 

Y1 Objectives 

Begin to ask and answer questions about events  

e.g. When?  What happened?  What was it 

like…? Why?  Who was involved? 

Begin to understand some ways we find out 

about the past e.g. using artefacts, pictures, 

stories 

Y3 Objectives 

Ask and answer questions about the past, and 

begin to consider aspects of change, cause, 

similarity and difference and significance  

Suggest where we might find answers to 

questions considering a range of sources  

 

Y5 Objectives 

Devise, ask and answer more complex 

questions about the past, considering key 

concepts in history  

Select sources with support and give reasons 

for choices  

Analyse a range of source material to draw 

conclusions about the past  

Construct and organise response by selecting 

and organising relevant historical data   
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Y2 Objectives 

Ask and answer questions about events  

e.g. When?  What happened?  What was it 

like…? Why?  Who was involved? 

Understand some ways we find out about the 

past e.g. using artefacts, pictures, stories and 

websites  

Choose and use parts of stories and other 

sources to show understanding of events   

Communicate understanding of the past in a 

variety of ways  

Y4 Objectives 

Ask and answer questions about the past, and 

consider aspects of change, cause, similarity 

and difference and significance  

Suggest where we might find answers to 

questions considering a range of sources  

Understand that knowledge about the past is 

constructed from a variety of sources  

Construct and organise responses by selecting    

relevant historical information   

Y6 Objectives 

Devise, ask and answer more complex 

questions about the past, considering key 

concepts in history  

Select sources independently and give reasons 

for choices  

Analyse a range of source material to promote     

evidence about the past e.g. based on the 

reliability of the source 

Construct and organise response by selecting 

and organising relevant historical data and 

justifying their reasoning for their selection 

 

  
Year 1/2   Year 3/4  Year 5/6   

    

Y1 Objectives  

Begin to discuss some of the ways we can find out about 
the past, e.g. photos, museums, diaries 

  

Y3 Objectives   

Be aware that different versions of the past may exist  

Y5 Objectives 

Understand that the past is represented and       
interpreted in different ways and give reasons for this  
Begin to demonstrate an awareness of bias and how it 
effects a source and its reliability Y2 Objectives 

Identify different ways that the past is represented, e.g. 

first-hand accounts, illustrations, films, song,    

museum displays 
Y4 Objectives 

Be aware that different versions of the past may exist 
and begin to suggest reasons for this   

Y6 Objectives 

Critically analyse the reliability of a source considering 
the possibility of bias.  

Reflect on how their own understanding of the past 
might be effected by bias.  

Y1 Objectives  
See Similarities and Differences 

Y3 Objectives  
See Similarities and Differences 

Y5 Objectives  

As Year 3/4, and  
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Identify aspects of continuity and change across periods 
of time, e.g. monarchy.   

Y2 Objectives  
See Similarities and Differences 

Y4 Objectives 

Make links between lifestyles and societies across 
different periods of time. 

Y6 Objectives  

Describe and make links identifying continuity and 
change between events and situations within and across 
different historical periods and societies.  

    

Y1 Objectivves 

Begin to identify similarities and differences between 
their own lives and the past 

Y3 Objectives  

Describe some of the similarities and differences 
between different periods, e.g. social, belief, local, 
individual    

Y5 Objectives 

See Continuity and Change 

 

Y2 Objectives  

Identify similarities and differences between different 
periods, including their own lives 

Y4 Objectives 

See Continuity and Change  

Y6 Objectives 

See Continuity and Change 

    

Y1 Objective 

Begin to recognise what happened as a result of people’s 
actions or events.  

Begin to recognise what happened as a result of people’s 
actions or events   

Y3 Objective  

Recognise why people did things  

Recognise why some events happened 

 Begin to identify some of the results of historical events,    
situations and changes    

Y5 Objectives 

Begin to offer explanations about why people in the past 
acted as they did  
 

Begin to identify the causes, e.g. events or situations, 
which led to change  

Y2 Objective 

Recognise what happened as a result of people’s actions 
or events   

Recognise what happened as a result of people’s actions 
or events   

Begin to recognise why people did things and why some 
events happened 

 

Y4 Objective  

Identify and give reasons for historical events, situations 

and changes  

Identify some of the results of historical events,    
situations and changes    

Y6 Objectives 

Begin to have an awareness of the impact of causes and 
consequences across history and within different periods 
of time.  

Y1 Objective 

Discuss important places and people and the reasons 
why they are important.   

Y3 Objective 

Begin to identify the reasons why a person or event is 
historically significant.    

Y5 Objective 

Give reasons why some events, people or          
developments are seen as more significant than others  
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Y4 Objective  

Identify and describe the reasons why a person or event 
is historically significant.    

Y6 Objective  

Begin to have a critical awareness of ‘significance’ and 
what it means for different people.  

Y2 Objective 

Recognise and make simple observations about who and 
what was important in an historical event or account.  

 

 


