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What is phonics? How do we teach it?

• Phonics is a strategy that we use to 

teach children how to read.

• It teaches children how to break 

words down into the sounds that 

each letter make.

• We start by teaching the children to 

understand that each letter of the 

alphabet corresponds with a 

particular sound and use the 

alphabet chant.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


What is phonics? How do we teach it?

• We then build on this with consonant 

digraphs. These are usually found at 

the beginning or end of words:



What is phonics? How do we teach it?

• Then we add in vowel digraphs and 

trigraphs. 

• We also teach the children that often, 

one sound can be written in many 

different ways.

• Turnham uses the SFA programme for 

phonics: a systematic, synthetic 

programme where we build on the 

children’s knowledge. All children 

have phonics lessons for at least 20 

minutes daily.



What is the phonics screening check?

• A short, light- touch assessment to 

confirm whether individual children have 

learnt phonic decoding to an 

appropriate standard. 

• The checks consist of 40 words that your 

child will be asked to read one-on-one 

with a teacher: 20  are real words and 

pseudo (alien) words.

• It helps us to identify who needs extra 

help to improve their reading skills. If they 

don’t pass the test, they can retake it in 

Year 2.

• It is a compulsory test for all children in 

Year 1 across England.



The phonics screening check

When?

• Monday 10th June to Friday 14th June 

2019. 

• If a child is absent that week, the test 

can be administered up to the 21st

June.

Who administers it?

• Miss Gilmore will administer the test.

How long will it take?

• It usually takes between 5-10 minutes 

to complete.



Why use pseudo(non)-words?

• The children will be told before the check 

check that there will be non-words that 

he or she has not seen before. 

• We use non-words when we teach 

phonics, so your child should be familiar 

with the concept. 

• Such words are important because 

‘words’ such as ‘vap’ or ‘jound’ are new 

to all children. Children cannot read the 

non words by using their memory or 

vocabulary, they have to use their 

decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess 

their ability to decode. 



What can you do to help at home?

1) Help your children to work through the phonics pack that we’ve provided:



What can you do to help at home?

2) Play games with them using a variety of websites:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/

http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html

http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/

http://phonicsplay.co.uk/

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
http://phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


What can you do to help at home?

3) To help with reading, support 

the children in reading common 

exception words:

• These are words that don’t 

follow phonetic patterns.

• We expect children to be able 

to read these words by sight.

4) Read for 10-20 minutes every 

day with your child.


